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Human Rights Violations in Sindh, Pakistan
2005

“There were seriously injured in the pools of the blood, and there were dead bodies. There
were 30 people killed including my aunt among several women and children. Five were killed in
the street and their dead bodies were being devoured by the stray dogs. We observed the final
rite and collective cremation of our dead ones.”

( Gopal Das Agarwal , a survivor of military operation)

Introduction

The sun of the year 2005 rose and set with gross violations of human rights in Pakistan. Violence
against women and children including rapes, so-called honor killings, custodial deaths,
detentions and disappearances rein supreme throughout the country. Our focus is the southern
province of Sindh.

The following report is a compilation of reports on human rights abuses in Sindh province during
the year 2005. It has little statistical data because such is very difficult to come by. Rather it is a
series of narratives by victims of human rights abuses. The aim is to shed some light on the
current state of human rights in the province of Sindh, Pakistan.

I. Violence against Women and Children
1

‘They pressed my back with hot iron as if they were pressing the clothes. They raped my sister
Salma, chopped the nose of Nawab Zadi, the mother of my friend Barsaat, off and they tortured
his sisters Wazeeran and Sodhi,” told Mumtaz Chang to the journalist Imdad Soomro of his 24
days illegal detention and torture at the hands of local influential Mir Atta Hussain Talpur who
had retaliated in name of honor against running away of his daughter with Barsaat Khaskhelli,
the friend of the victim Mumtaz.*

Violence in the name of honor went unchecked and unabated in Sindh mostly targeting women.
“ They used to kill the women, now they are cutting their limbs in the name of honor, There have

' WSI’s interview with journalist Imdad Soomro on December 21, 2005
2 Soomro’s investigative research on Barsaat Khaskheli was broadcast on Sindh TV on December 18, 2005.



been four incidents of chopping off the noses of women with one week in Sindh,’ said journalist
Ishaq Mangrio.

According to WSI’s research there were 289 honor killings in Sindh from January 2005 to
October 2005. Out of which 179 women, 88 men, and twenty two minor children. There was also
a ten year old girl Abida killed in the name of so called ‘Karo Kari’ (honor killings) in Ghotiki
district of Sindh province.

There were 316 cases of reported rapes during the year 2005 (from January 2005 to October
2005). Out of which 286 were the cases of gang-rape 172 were of rapes. There were 90 women
and 9 men among the rape victims. While there were 105 minor children victims of the rape.
There were 58 cases of attempted rape on 58 women, 1 man and 56 minor children in Sindh.
From January 2005 to October 2005 there were 400 cases of suicides of women reported in
Sindh.During these months 201 women were died in suicide while there were 203 attempts of
suicide. Main cause of these suicides is ascertained domestic and male violence against women.*
According to a research article by Hassan Pathan of the Aurat Foundation, a prestigious
women’s organization in Pakistan, there were killings of 299 women and 61 men during the year
of 2005. 9 minor girls were killed after being raped, 37 women were gang raped while 38 women
were raped in Sindh.’

Karo Kari case (Honor Killings ) 2005

Month Total Cases Woman Men Minor | Total
Jan 05 24 25 10 6 41
Feb 05 16 13 4 3 20
Mar 05 25 22 10 7 39
Apr 05 22 15 11 1 27
May 05 29 17 12 1 30
June 05 23 19 11 1 31
July 05 24 25 7 --- 32
Aug 05 17 12 7 2 21
Sept 05 22 17 5 1 23
Oct 05 17 14 11 -—-- 25
Total 219 179 88 22 289

> WSI’s telephonic interview with Ishaq Mangrio on November 11, 2005 at Karachi

* WSI’s telephonic interview with Nasreen Shakil Pathan, the chief coordinator of Sindh Special Task Force of
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan at Hyderabad on November 15, 2005, WSI’s telephonic conversation with
IA Rehman, director Human Rights Commission of Pakistan at Lahore on November 15, 2005

> Article by Hassan Pathan published in a Sindhi daily ‘Khabroon’ on November 25, 2005.



Rape Cases

Month Cases Gang | Rape | Women | Men | Minor | Attempt Total

rape W M Minor
Jan 05 20 7 4 6 3 3 7 3 22
Feb 05 20 8 11 11 1 6 2 0 20
Mar 05 25 12 4 7 4 9 5 1 26
Aril 05 20 10 10 9 7 2 2 0 20
May 05 31 6 14 8 0 11 5 8 32
June 05 47 18 29 17 1 18 7 9 52
July 05 42 19 23 9 - 18 8 7 42
Aug 05 33 12 21 6 2 14 3 8 33
Sep 05 54 18 36 12 1 16 15 14 58
Oct 05 24 4 20 5 — 8 4 1 6 24
Total 316 286 172 920 19 105 58 1 56 | 329
Suicide Cases (Female)
Month Total cases Reported Suicide (Death Attempted

Occurred)

Jan 05 20 11 10
Feb 05 33 14 22
Mar 05 33 15 18
April 05 41 24 24
May 05 44 31 16
June 05 59 19 24
July 05 54 27 29
Aug 05 39 17 23
Sept 05 40 22 21
Oct 05 37 21 16
Total 400 201 203
Kidnapping Cases
Month Total Cases Women Man Minor Total
June 05 46 23 32 1 56
July 05 59 27 22 29 78
Aug 05 40 12 22 19 53
Sept 05 42 27 14 18 59
Oct 05 58 29 24 14 67
Total 245 118 114 81 313

(With the courtesy of Human Rights Commission of Pakistan’s Special Task Force on Sindh at

Hyderabad)




The Case of Dr. Shazia Khalid

“I could not see the face of my culprit, because there was dark in the room and he had blind
folded me. I can not say who was he? Whoever he was he would be a powerful man. He has long
hands. He must have been a very powerful and connected at high places. The investigations of
the government demonstrate as to why he hasn’t so far been caught. It means that guy is not an
ordinary culprit,” said Dr. Shazia Khalid®. Dr. Khalid, a physician, was raped in her house inside
the premises of Pakistan Petroleum limited, Pakistan’s natural gas deposits and refineries, which
is protected by the army. The rape incident of Dr. Shazia set off waves of peaceful protests by
human rights and other civil society organizations throughout the country in general. There was
violence in Baluchistan where military and paramilitary forces clashed with Bugti tribesmen
leading to a death toll of 70 people including members of Hindu minorities in Dear Butte, from
January 2005 to March 2005. Dr. Khalid was further harassed, hounded and finally forced to
leave her country and end up in exile along with her husband in London.

Evidence against rape with Dr. Shazia was destroyed and none other than Pakistan’s president
General Parvez Musharraf publicly exonerated the alleged accused army official Captain Hamad
long before a judicial inquiry by a tribunal of Baluchistan High court. Such a stand by extra
general Musharraf seen by many those concerned with human rights and justice issues as ‘extra
judicial” acquittal of alleged accused of Dr. Shazia rape case. Afterwards, even a high level
judicial probe of Baluchistan High Court failed to fix clear culpability of rape with the female
physician. Dr. Shazia, who herself had recorded her statement with the tribunal expressed her
dismay and surprise when she saw her deposition, according to her, distorted.

State Sanctioned Killings
The Story of Gopaldas Agarwal

Agarwal is a member of one of the twenty families making up the Hindu communities of Dera
Bugti (Balochistan) who were forced to migrate to Sindh during the military operation on March
16, 2005. In his telephone interview with the WSI from Kandhkot (Sindh) he narrated

On March 16, 2005 at 10:30 am, the aerial shelling started from the gunship helicopters over the
town of Dera Bugti as soon as I finished my breakfast. Thinking our house was not strong
enough to survive the shelling we slowly started moving towards the temple of Devi (Hindu
goddess). At the time, there were many other families including women and children taking
refuge in the temple. After a while a mortar shell dropped in the court yard of the temple causing
destruction. I could sense and see nothing except the screams and cries all over. People started
running into the streets, one artillery shell fell onto the street resulting in the death of five
people. We took shelter in the nearby houses of our Bugti tribe’s neighbors. The aerial shelling
continued for four hours.

When the shelling stopped, we went to the temple to rescue the injured and take the dead bodies.
There were seriously injured in the pools of the blood and the dead bodies. There were 30 people

8 WSI’s telephonic interview with Dr. Shazia Khalid on August 3, 2005



killed including my aunt among several women and children. Five were killed in the street and
their dead bodies were being devoured by the stray dogs. We observed the final rite and
collective cremation of our dead ones.

Seriously injured were rushed by us to the hospital in Rahimyarkhan (Punjab province).”’

The situation in the town was so tense that we were forced to migrate taking our seriously
injured from the ‘safe but hidden’ ways as main thoroughfare and roads were sealed off by the
military and paramilitary forces and they weren’t allowing anybody to travel. But according to
the president of Hindu Panchayat Committee, several seriously injured succumbed to their
injuries and died on their way to the hospitals and the army did not allow them to take the injured
to the hospitals.8

Bonded Labor
Munoo Bheel

Munoo Bheel was punished by the authorities for protesting the detention and forced labor of his
family members by a powerful landlord.

“I had had one thousand fifty third day of my sit in protest to press a demand to recover my nine
family members kidnapped by the private jail and bonded labor camp run by feudal land lords.
Among the abductees included my daughter -11 yrs old, my son Chman-15, my son Kanji-12, and
my younger daughter Dailee who was just one and half year old during their abduction. I am
sitting onto a token hunger strike for the return of my abducted family members but police busted
and blind folded me, and tortured me to withdraw my protest and the case. I still remember how
the police led by District Police Officer Pir Farid Jan Sarhandi raided the house of my relative
where I was staying. They blindfolded me and all those men and women present there. We were
13 people in all. They brought us to the Qasimabad Police station. They started beating me from
S amto 12 pm. They beat my soles of feet and dragged from ears, I could not walk and hear for
days. They also tortured a women name Bai and asked her to give a statement that she was my
wife to show my complaint of my missing and disappeared family members as ‘false.’

We all thirteen men and women were among the 71 bonded haris (peasants) previously rescued
from the servitude and private jail of a feudal landlord Abdul Rahman Marri. I had somehow
managed to escape the private jail of the feudal land lord and approached the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan. The HRCP compelled the authorities to raid the bonded labor camp in
form of private jail of the land lord.

The land lord retaliated later. He and his armed henchmen raided the lands where my recently
freed family members including my wife, parents and children were working. They put them in a
Land cruiser jeep and drove away. It has been eight years since they got disappeared. Police

7' WSI’s telephonic interview with Gopal Das Agarwal at Kandhkot (Sindh) Pakistan on December 11, 2005
¥ Statement of Khushah Das Bugti, president Hindu OPanchayat Committee published in daily ‘Kawish’ on 17
March, 2005



are in league with the powerful landlord who has the blessing of the Pir Pagaro, the alee and the
major coalition partner of the government in Sindh province.’

Munoo Bheel belongs to the indigenous Bheel community, who are low caste Hindus. Munoo
Bheel was made sit on the floor and was served with tea in broken and segregated cup while he
appeared before the Inspector General of Police in Sindh in connection with his complaint of
disappearance of his family members. The community of Munoo Bheel is vulnerable to bonded
labor, violence and rape of their women in Sindh.

Blasphemy
Sacha Naand

On September 24, 2005, Balchand was doing his usual every day business of baking and selling
potato chips in Karampur town. Suddenly a person started yelling in the midst of the road and
saying to people “A Hindu is desecrating the holy Koran by wrapping his potato chips in its
pages.” The crowd of people got infuriated, and forced the shop keepers to shut down their
businesses. Crowds armed with sticks and even guns took to the streets and many of them
surrounded the Hindu temple and localities. The unsuspecting chips seller Balchand had
mistakenly wrapped the chips to a customer in a page of the text book of ‘Deenayat’ (Islamic
religious studies). An armed group waylaid a passenger van and asked the passengers for their
IDs. On finding a Hindu passenger they attacked him but the victim was saved by the fellow
travelers.'” These enraged crowds were organized and led by local mullahs affiliated with the
religious political party Jamiat Ulma-e-Islam (JUI). The JUI has also been involved in forced
conversion of Hindu girls and boys and in getting members of the minority Ahmedi community
prosecuted under the draconian blasphemy law in Sindh.

Arbitrary arrests and disappearances
Sikander Bhutto

My brother Muzafar Bhutto- 36, who was a university graduate and office bearer of a Sindhi
nationalist party, Jeay Sindh Mutehda Movement, was arrested by the Military Intelligence
agents from Karachi in October 2005. He is missing since then. He is said to have undergone
torture for the last two months but now we are not certain about his being alive."' His other three
party colleagues namely Zulfikar Khaskheli, Sattar Hakro, Asad Teevno. A journalist from
Hyderabad, Sindh claimed the number of missing and disappeared political activists in Sindh.
Families and friends of the above named activists of the Jeay Sindh Movement say they do not
know whether their loved ones are still alive. Their party and families have anticipated their
much feared ‘killings by torture under the custody of military and other intelligence agencies in

’ WSI’s telephonic interview with Munoo Bheel on November 28, 2005 at Hyderabad, Sindh, Pakistan
' Interview with Sucha Nand on November 12, 2005 at Karampur (Sindh) Pakistan
" WSTI’s telephonic interview with Sikander Bhutto on December 8, 2005 at Hyderabad, Sindh, Pakistan



Pakistan.” The families of those disappeared even arranged their symbolic funerals and started
receiving symbolic condolences at their homes in Larkana district.

“Even if my brother is dead through torture in their custody, we are still entitled to receive his
dead body,” says Sohail Hakro, the younger brother of Sattar Hakro'? “My brother Sattaar
Hakro left home telling us he was going to Karachi in search of job. He was a university
graduate in public administration. He was affiliated with Jeay Sindh Mutehada Movement
(JSMM). Later we heard he had been arrested from Quetta, the provincial capital of
Baluchistan. This had been 55 days since we do not know about his whereabouts. Except the
news of his arrest through newspapers. We do not know whether he is dead or alive. If his alive,
the government should declare his arrest and where about. If he is dead, still we are entitled too
receive his dead body.’ ‘Seeing the fate of my elder brother I never want to take part in politics,’
he said.

Family members and friends of those missing political activists who were interviewed by WSI
expressed fear that the young men could meet a similar fate as that of their party colleague
Samiullah Kalhoro.

Kalhoro had been arrested, detained, detained at unknown places by police for months and
tortured. Kalhro, somehow, according to his statement to the press in his last days, managed to
escape. According to the local journalists including Igbal Malah, who had attended the news
conference of Kalaheo, that Kalohro had severe torture wounds. Kalhoro reportedly remained by
secretly hospitalized by his friends but died within days.

The Jeay Sindh Muthedah Movement (JSMM) led by its leader Shafi Burfat, now in hiding, has
been accused by the government of being involved in terrorist activities in Sindh, which Burfat
and his party deny. The four detained activists of JSMM have never been produced or formally
arraigned in court. While they were arrested on different places ( as their arrests were protested
by their families and friends in front of press clubs in Sindh) in earlier dates but police showed
their arrests from one place and same date in later months (post dated).

The text of the statement of Kalhoro to the press few days before his dearth is reproduced here
under:

“After going under horrendous physical torture I feel my every vein and bone hurt, and feeling
great difficulty to breath. I breathe short while speaking with you. I was handcuffed for forty
days so could not sit straight;, my spinal cord still hurts badly. For two and half months, I could
not sleep because of torture. I can not sleep even today.’

‘They receive me with fists and kicks blows and sticks for half an hour until I was fainted. They
started hitting me as soon as I came into consciousness again. Two of them pull my right leg
towards them and two of them pulled my right leg same way. They stretched my legs as long as
they could. One of them would hit my bottom with his fists. I feel my skin peeled and muscles
ripped off ‘As though they had cut between my legs with butcher’s knives. I felt as though my
skin of my testicles was being cut into pieces. There came blood in my urine.’

The worst method of torture Samiullah Kalhoro experienced is called ‘cheera.’ Practiced by
police, other law-enforcers and intelligence agents. Cheera is the forced stretching apart of the
victim's legs, sometimes in combination with kicks to the genitalia, researchers by human rights
organizations including the WSI also suggest. ‘They threatened me to bring my younger

12 WSTI’s telephonic interview with Sohail Hakro on December 8, 2005 at Hyderabad, Sindh, Pakistan



daughter and rape her and kill my son before my eyes,” Kalhoro had claimed. ‘They would
stomp on my buttocks hit them with their heels. Huddled in worm clothes themselves they
would throw me naked on the floor of the van upside down and put their boots on my butts
driving through the town in chilly nights of winter,” He had further alleged in the press. ‘They
hung me upside down with ceiling fan. They would funnel gasoline into my anus and broken my
teeth entirely. I had my ex-ray now only to find they broken my ribs. I am losing my eye sight,’
he had told Journalists in Sindh. ‘I did urinate blood, my kidneys are badly damaged,’ he had
told the local press. Subsequently Samiullah died on March 8, 2005 succumbing to his torture
wounds.

‘I have asked the police to give a good beating to the bad guys,” were the words of the chief
minister of Sindh, the top most in the provincial administration, Dr. Arbab Ghulam Rahim on the
floor of the elected house of Sindh Assembly, the elected parliament in the province. He was
responding to the questions on alleged arrests and torture of opposition lawmakers and leaders in
Sindh. No wonder the police , Para-military forces and intelligence agencies took such
utterances of chief minister as ‘go ahead’ signal for using torture as vehicle to extract
confessions and more so crush political opposition to the government of the day in Sindh, the
southern but troubled province of Pakistan.

The elected parliamentarians of the opposition in Sindh assembly, human rights activists and
political activists were detained, tortured and remained disappeared in Sindh during the year
2005.

“I was hand cuffed, blind folded, and a blanket was put over my face. As if I was not an elected
legislator but Osama Bin Laden,’ said Zahid Bhurgari, member of Benazir Bhutto Opposition
Pakistan Peoples party to the Provincial Sindh Assembly.”"?

Bhurgari, who has been an eloquent speaker against the policies of Sindh government and its
Chief minister Arbab Ghulam Rahim was whisked away by the police after he had protested the
annual budget tabled by the government in Sindh Assembly. In his symbolic protest, Bhurgari
had come into the assembly session with his eyes blind folded.

“ On June 12,2005, I had gone to attend a public rally at Latifabad Hyderabad, SHO (Station
House Officer) Ayub Durani approached me and told me and told me he had arrest orders for me
from the ‘above.’ I asked him to arrest warrants which he failed to show. He took me in a police
van to a private residence near the airport. At 2 am, the police inspector Ayub Durani was told to
bring on bypass super highly way where four police vans led by Deputy Superintendent Police
Amir Abbas and Inspector Jamshoro Farooq Lakher were waiting. Another Inspector namely
Desha took me into custody and locked me up at Kotri police station. In wee hours of June 13,
2005 in the morning, another police team came and took me to Amri (district Dadu) police
station the did not allow me to inform my family and party friends, nor told me my crime for six
days. My arrest was protest by the opposition within and outside Sindh Assembly. After over a
week they took me out of the police lockup, put a blanket over me face, had cuffed me and
brought me to the anti-terrorist court where I learnt they had charged me in a case of blowing up
high power electric transmission lines, a terrorist anarchy.

3 WSTI’s telephonic interview with Sindh MP Zahid Bhurgari on December, 18, 2005 at Karachi



Owing to the protest from the opposition, the prime minister of Pakistan Shaukat Aziz ordered a
probe by intelligence agencies comprising military intelligence (MI) and Inter Service
Intelligence (ISI). These inquiry team of the prime minister exonerated me of terrorism charges
and found out the police had arrested me on the orders of Sindh Chief Mnister Arbab Ghulam
Rahim. The MP of Sindh Asembly told the WSI, the senior police officials had later admitted to
him they were helpless and acted on the orders of Chief Minister because of fear of losing their
jobs. ‘A police ‘munshi’ (clerk who prepares the police papers) told me the retired police
officials were hired to prepare the case against you. After writing the text of complaint, they
would put a piece of cloth over their written text of the complaint then ask me to sign it.’
Bhurgari said during his telephonic interview to the WSI.

The tale of treatment meted out to veteran political and human rights activist Jam Saqi and even
his wife Akhtar Jam is not different than parliamentarian Zahid Bhurgari
In his interview to the WSI Jam Saqi narrates:

On May 28, 2005, Police arrested me as soon as I returned from a fact finding mission of the
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan investigating into alleged rape and kidnapping of women
from Hindu minority at the hands of nephews of Sindh chief minister Arbab Ghulam Rahim at
latter’s native village Khet Lari in Tharparkar district, They locked me at Husri police station for
two days. They would not declare any charges against me until they brought me to the anti-
terrorist court Hyderabad for the remand (the criminal procedure code requires police to present
the accused before a magistrate after 24 hours of his arrest and request for the remand not
exceeding 14 days to complete the investigation of the case. However detainees are kept under
detention for week and even months without referring them to any court). After remand they
took me back to the police station let me go home on the grounds of ‘in sufficient evidence.’
However, they obtained a written undertaking from e that I would present myself to the police
whenever required. Technically I was at the police ‘remand’ even I was at home. Police came to
arrest me again. [ asked them for my arrest warrant which they failed to produce. I contacted my
lawyer who said not to surrender my arrest without warrants. I managed to escape from the back
door of my house.”"*

On June 2, 2005, police arrested Jam Saqi’s wife Akhtar Jam Saqi after a raid at their house at
2 am in the morning.

“At 2 am they (police) banged at my doors. They stormed into my bed room and arrested me."”
They said they were arresting me on the charges of kidnapping my own nephews on the
complaint of my journalist brother-in-law Shakil Naich. My nephew was living with my sister
estranged to her husband in the child custody legal battle which had nothing to do with me and
Jam Saqi. Anyway, the arresting police officials told me, ‘ we know it’s a false case but we are
helpless,’ I left my 16 year daughter, 14 year old son, another 12 year old son, 9 year old and 2
year old daughters alone with my friend.

They locked me up at women police station Karachi where my brother-in-law journalist Shakil
Naich would “visit’ me. No visitors were allowed except Shakil Naich. Shakil would come with
threatening message ‘chief minister Arbab Ghulam Rahim has asked me to plant drugs in your
house for framing you in another case.’

¥ WSI’s telephonic interview with Jam Sagi on December 6, 2005
!> WSI’a interview with Akhtar Jam Saqi on December 6, 2005



Akhtar Jam Saqi was released after ten days after she moved a habeas corpus petition before the
Sindh High Court which found charges against her and her husband Jam Saqi as flimsy.'®

This has ever been pattern and practice of the incumbent governments in Pakistan to frame up
their political opponent in false charges even for petty criminal offenses.

Arabab Murad Ali, an ageing attorney but member of Benazir Bhuttoo’s opposition Pakistan
Peoples party was charged on stealing electricity connection by climbing himself on the electric
poll. Arbab remained detained at unknown places for months.

Arbab’s crime was to contest elections against Sindhi chief minister Jam Sadiq Ali once.

So (the crime) was that of Wali Muihammed Rahimoo, a gold medalist engineer, was little lucky
in way he survived torture under the police and other provincial law enforcement agents in
Sindh. He was blindfolded, disappeared, tortured third degree and saw magistrate with a blanked
put over his head only to be remanded new criminal cases against him. What was Rahimoo’s
crime? His crime was that he had announced to participate in politics and contest election
against the incumbent chief minister in Sindh Arbab Ghulam Rahim. Rahimoo, a distinguished
engineer in Sindh who is popularly known in Sindh to be succeeded in producing electricity from
sands of Thar desert “‘unfortunately’ hails from the same area happens to be an electoral
constituency of Sindh Chief minister who come from a most powerful feudal in the area.

About 3000 political activists from the opposition including two female parliamentarians Sharf-
un-nisaa Laghari and Nasreen Chandio were tortured and detained by the police in Sindh and
Punjab while they were trying to organize welcome rallies for the recently released Asif Ali
Zardari, the husband of Benazir Bhutto.

Of late “police arrested 124 activists of Sindhi nationalist party Jeay Sindh Qaumi Movement
(JSQM)”"" before and during their protest against the construction controversial Kala Bagh Dam,
against the resolutions of three elected provincial assemblies out of four elected provincial
assemblies in the country.

Forced Conversion of Hindus
Three Missing Hindu Girls in Karachi

“On October 18 at 6 am, I left my house for my work. So did my wife Chmpa, who is a cook at
different houses, at 7:30 am after dropping my other children at their school. While my daughter
Reema-17 had already left for school and two other daughters Osha-19 and Nida were at home. I
came to home at 10 am my two daughters served me tea, Again I left my home to go back to the
work. At about 4:00 pm, my wife called me at my work and said our three daughters Rima, 17,
Osha, 19 and Reena-21 were missing. I rushed to my home and frantically started searching for
them. On October 22nd I went to the Police Station, Freer Road area, to file complaint regarding

' WSI’s telephonic conversation with journalist Iqbal Malah who followed the cases of Jam Saqi and Akhtar Jam
Saqi on November 4, 2005 at Hyderabad

7 Claimed in a press statement of Bashir Qureshi appeared in newspapers including Sindhi daily ‘Kawish’
December 21, 2005.
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our missing girls but the police refused to register our complaint against the disappearance of my
daughters.

After a couple of days, I received a packet in a courier mail service which proved to be like a
catastrophe for my family. The packet addressed in my name was from a madressah (Islamic
seminary) carrying three ‘affidavits’ signed by my three missing daughters. Their declarations
say that they had converted to Islam. “That since my parents are Hindu and after conversion of
my religion, it is not possible for me to live and pass my life in Hindu system/society [sic] and
therefore, I have decided to live separately...” the contentions of their declarations concluded.
The packet also carried a letter, and a ‘certificate’ forms of the Madressah of Binori Town,
Karachi'®. The letter said the three girls were living in a Madressah ‘Taaleem-ul-Qukran
‘(‘seminary for teaching of Koran) and receiving lessons from a Koran instructor. They had new
Muslim names now: Afshan, Anam and Nida.”’. The letter advised us (the parents) that our
daughters had accepted Islam as their new religion at their own, and that we should keep silence.
The ‘certificate’ on a printed ‘form with the seal of madressah (see appendix) affirmed the
conversion of our three daughters to Islam. ‘Showing the names and original religion of my
daughters Hindu, the certificate said, ‘She came to the madressah and converted to the religion of
Islam at her freewill without any coercion. So now she is Muslim, and all Muslims should treat
her as their sister of religion.’

In the meanwhile we later learnt that our daughters were lodged in the hostel of a madressah at
Manzoorabad area of Karachi. We went along with our minor son and a daughter to see them in
Madressah. First, the management of Madressah refused to allow us to see our daughters. On our
pleadings if they would give their refusal in writing they let us to see our missing daughters.
They allowed us to see our daughters but in presence of two police cops, a mullah and a women.
We were led to a room. We could not recognize our daughters. Now they had not only new
(Muslim) names, Afshan, Anam and Nida but they were covered with ‘burqa’ (veil) from their
heads to toes except their eyes. It was evident from red shot eyes they had cried. Their voice
sounded muffled and with heavy cloth. Our daughters were changed. They said they had
converted to Islam. Of course they said it under pressure. Of course, they were brainwashed. On
the orders of Supreme Court, our three daughters have been moved to Edhi Center Orphanage
where we are allowed to meet them but in presence of two cops. They are taken to the madressah
for lessons by Mullahs every day from the orphanage.”"’

Sano Amra-35 is a member of Hindu religious minority who has lived in a predominately
Muslim neighborhood for the last ten years. “Midst 150 houses of Muslims in majority, there is
only one house of a single member of Hindu community Sano Amra. The question of conversion
of his three daughters to Islam requires an answer,” said journalist Hussain Mansoor, who has
extensively visited the neighborhood and parents of the three Hindu girls in the street No.1 of
Punjab Colony in Karachi. Sano Amra, the girl of three missing girls is asked by his majority
Muslim neighbors to keep ‘quiet and don’t make a fuss.” He is indicated by his Muslim

neighbors only way to reunite their three daughters for him and his wife is to convert to Islam.”*°

'® Certificate’ of conversion of the three girls’ from the Madressah

' Madressah of Binori town in Karachi is one of the two biggest centers of Islamic fundamentalism and known
nursery to Taliban and linked to A-Quida terrorists. The second one is Madressah of Moulana Samiul Haq in
Okara Khatak on Pakistan-Afghanistan border.

20 Telephonic Interview of Sano Amra, the father of three Hindu girls with WSI at Karachi on December 27, 2005
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The story of Sano Amra is not different from other religious minorities, specially the Hindus in
Pakistan whose, men, and women, girls and boys are kidnapped and forcibly or influenced to be
‘voluntarily’ converted into religion of Islam only in Karachi alone, 20 Hindu girls and women
have been forcibly converted into Islam during the last five years. “Given the spate of
conversions, some voluntary, some forced, the insecurity among the minorities, especially
among Sindhi Hindus, is understandable, writes a journalist Irfan Hussein, on conversion of three
Hindu girls.

’Kidnapping Hindu girls like this has become a normal practice. The girls are then forced to sign
stamp papers stating that they’ve become Muslims,” quoting Laljee Menghwar, a member of the
Hindu Panchayat in Karachi, a report of a journalist Hassan Mansoor suggest the number of
recent conversion of Hindu girls 19 in Karachi alone.’

Conversion of Sapna from Jacobabad

In morning of September 14, 2005 a group of armed men knocked at the door of a Hindu citizen
Gayanchand at Jacobabad city of Sindh. The armed intruders whisked away Sapna, the daughter
of Gyanchand in a jeep. Later the parents of girls learned that the girl was staying at a shrine at
Amrtoe, a center of Islamic fundamentalists in Sindh, and had converted to Islam. She was also
married to one Shamsuddin Dasti, already a married man and the father of five children.
However Shamsuddin, the alleged abductor claimed the Hindu girl ‘had eloped with him out of
love.’

The Hindu community took to the streets and protested. Their protest was intensively suppressed
by use of firing tear gas and baton charge resulting into the injuries of the father of the girl Sapna
and many Hindu protesters.

On the other hand, midst crowds of hundreds, chanting slogans of ‘Allah-o-Akber’ (‘The Allah
is great’) and long live Islam, led by Mullahs (Islamic clergy men) and armed activists of
religious extremist organizations in a long line of car convoy brought to the court, what the
leaders of the procession claimed, to ‘give her affidavit that she had converted to Islam on her
own free will.” When the parents of the girl pled to the court that they understand their girl was
influenced and pressured, and that they be allowed to see their girl one in one, in privacy. Their
request was turned down. They were only allowed to see their girl amid in presence of Mullahs
and heavy police posse followed by crowds of thousands chanting slogans of religious
extremism. The Hindu girl Sapna (literally ‘dream) had now Muslim name ‘Mehak’ (literally
‘fragrance’).

Within a year this was the second forced conversion of a Hindu girl in a same locality. Earlier
another Hinczly girl Sonia was forcibly converted by the mullahs of same shrine and was renamed
as “Fatima.’

Persecution and Forced Migration of Hindus from Sindh
Owing forced conversion of their daughters, many Hindu families are compelled to migrate from

Pakistan, mainly to India because of political persecution and social stigma. Though the concrete
figures of these forced migrations of Hindus from Sindh could not be estimated because their

2L WSI’s telephonic interviews with journalist Hussain Mansoor on November 27 and 28, 2005 at Karachi
22 Journalist Hassan Mansoor’s report published in daily ‘Telegraph’ Culcutta November 25, issue

12



pattern of migration is discreet, constant and surrounded with uncertainties of their status in
migrated country”, but according to Hindu Singh Sodho, the president of® Pak Vistapit Sangh’
(‘Association of Displaced Persons from Pakistan,) these migrants from Sindh estimate 17,000
since 1992, after Babri mosque Issue. According to Sodho’s estimation, forced conversion of
Hindu women and bonded labor of so called low caste Bheels and other Dalits have contributed
to these migrations.**

This could be verified by the decline of business and social activities of Sindhi Hindu
communities in major towns and business centers in Sindh where Sindhi Hindu population has
considerably reduced.” There are 2.7 million Hindus in Pakistan; Pakistan’s total population is
140 million), according to the Census last held in 1991. %

While a Hindu man convert to Islam was killed in the name of honor after he married a Muslim
widow. The Hindu man was renamed Abdullah but brothers-in-law of Muslim widow killed him
in the name of honor.*’

B WSI’s telephonic interview with S, M. Bukhari, a citizen of Jacobabad on October, 15, 2005

** Interview of Hindu Singh Sodha, the president of Rajasthan based ‘Pak Vistapit Sangh to Cobra Post News date
(7). E mailed to author by a Sindhi Hindu from Sindh who himself is knowledgeable o migrations of Hindus from
Sindh but wants to be unnamed on November 25, 2005. And BBC World Services’ Correspondent’s Narayn
Bareth report from Jodhpur on limbo of Pakistani refugees in India.

» ‘Living in Fear’ published in daily “Dawn’ Karachi on persecution of Sindhi Hindus, by Imdad Soomro
published on August 3,2003, and WSI’s telephonic interview with the Author on December 23,2005 at
Hyderabad, Sindh, Pakistan.

26 Research of Journalist Hussein Mansoor e-mailed to the author on December 27, 2005.

?7 Telephonic interview with Jouranlist Hussain Mansoor at Karachi
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